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Foitm windewept blofl i southwestern Montans verdane rolling hilks 20d cooless meander to
FEEEY thie Madison Iiver as it snikes through the valley. Beyond the rvers flow, the lind strebche
‘_\'I-Ir Then, like children runming wild m the summer, it takes off uphill 1o meet the snow-capped
Hitirateny of the Madivon and Grovelly Boanges, The lindicape mesmerizos Virtually urmotceshle in
the by, of thiv walley, however, are the home sites 40 Sun West Ranch
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eiclary Mladioon River in

Srtoated on 2000 ane sl e b

Cmmgron, Montana, Son West Fancl b 3 unbgue stared rosch
development. Minneered by owner Ted Gildred, tiie diared cnch

concopt dlliows brm to porchee smallee plos of Lind and

il thetr deveam hooey while eajoyng 160 sores of corag

]

ere without the reipossitsbity of taking care of = lager ranch

chirmacdves

Hiwory tells us thar the Dliekteer, Flthead, N Pecce s
Shmbiome Mty Amertcan 'Tribey were the i 100 knew the
beauty and bevmry gf thie place. These writees, 18 5 aid, ggread o

o pracefid pasage tipogh the alley becupe of b salocd

Wy g

hering benchts, Glldied dossn wane thi

Jiing and foed g
Bty compronsissd. Jn Jeveloping the property, be hos tikey
paine to ernite that the lind b kept wered, 1T dedication Lo the
valloy b prvavapied b o prohib sy home to be bu on the
Madivor: Biver, nor i smy Damme sl visibde oo the the In
shdivion, the mporivy. of homes, which sre Timdred oo four w19

sore plots, st et vixible 1o one anothde

Archseobogical wrveys of the properry hve wicovered dipl rings,
tason kills, srone toodk, peetographs and other ancent arttfacts tha

Laildred hon proverved, Adwop ]"l g with corpervanon and rhe

preservaion of wildlife habims i mind, be even relocazesd wverl

1

o e these scibscts romaki Lindisterbed

et

“[leere 7 w0 vouch sty Matbee Amerdean history bese. | tunk
ey probably apprectied 4 pood plece of land o much as asyone,”

Citkdred raid

A working eatthe ramch dating back 10 the 1S00s, ihe origtaal
Chehton I|.||||r5.I sbructure, Hcineding the Teormessead aned hastone
boarm, have teoen povserved. ln keeping with the lapd’s |ristrariral
e, aiot 400 bl of catle pre brcuglir b cach year 1o graee
Soege ol 0 homersmien” fae yards, bl they pembErstanng,

says ganch mabager Sleve Smeher

“They peeopnize what we're trying i do here)” said Smelser, " The

o Bond is a love of Montzna ™

A deveboper From wwthern Califorga, Gildred says the sharad
raneh comcest v uemple, W wanted to kegp the lind meaee s

rsich as pomabile — beoking Like 1 has for tlie Lo, 100 pesre Ity

wieht & lusmurifl plece of property we wanted o share [6" he said

When plettiig (e Aevelesmient, Cilibed pur the tariel iree 1t haed
o Jagk agd foel right amd have = linde impact on the e 2
poaible, Chpen can select from Aspen-lined drews, grasshndy
or proe Toresre Each modident W part cwnes of the §E00 sires of

cormman landd with the understeadiog thae It b protectod. When




ull 55 home siter are completed, only 400 of the 2,000 acre
will be developed.

"W went aus sdentifying sives without any partsculir number
i mdid)” e sand. “We e the antichens of the Yellowstone
Club. We'se very upscale, bt we aren’t rying to be 2 Sun
Valley or Aspen. We want the “old west™ way of life dut &
bevaming very swarce, sven i Montana,”

The ranch lus backcountty trath, three miles of fishing accen
aty the fmed Maddawsn River {3 strotcly of the siver that b
mit been fihed due o private swnenhip), 4 full equestrian
facility and wnparalieled vicws af the Madison Valley 1o the
Continental Thvide. Plam include additional horse trails and
hilinygg eratls. Yellowstone MNatomal Park 1 40 milss sway

Wildlife s fandzmental to the ranch. Owners mae build their
hormes with that i mond. Wildlife- friendly Fences are required
and other wrict building restrnctorm must be follovwed.

The ranich secently hosted a talk on lving with wildlife
coordinated with the Greaver Yellowstone Coalition. About
100 people fom the ranch and wrmounding communiy
attended, They recenved information on how © live with
wildife from keeplng family dogs sale from walves 1 soring
food and trash w @ not b entice bear s well as other s

About 3,160 1o 4,000 clk pass throogh the anch on de way
i their winter range each yean The rest of Monanas wildlifc
residenis are sl here, too. Deer, wolves, coyote, fox, mourdatn
licoms anad Black and grizzly bears have all been sighted on the

property. Smebier and his dog surprived 4 fill-rucked mmowe
one day and were chased 1o safity, which came bn the forim of
a tractor, Hie has witnesed elle ealving in the spring,

Commervation wewardibip bs an intogral part of sy Sun West
Featich initisthve A pond project to improve the wetluul wea on
the pmpeity exceeded all the sate reclomastion reguiremienty.
Sand hill crani, eagle, grouse sleeady enjoy in Canada geee
hatch their young near the ranch’ bridge over the Madison
River. Three ponds have been created on the properry. Gilired
named one Eacban, which » Siew: n Spanish

The two men costie to the anchwich interesmng backgroumees

Gildred has built his fortane iy real essate in San Dicgo,
Califarnia. He and b wife Hesds are the largest lindowness
s the development, Gildred beings that plomeer spivit ro this
prodeet and Tis life. Born in Mexico, lia family fnunigeated oo
the United Seates when he was 15 yeam old, He only spoke
Spaniily. In the 19705, ke purchased Sun Ranch and sold it
15 years Iater to actor Steven Segal. He served as Ambasador
to Argenting under the firt Bush Admunisrazion. Thas year,
he pilooed the 75th smnenary of his fthers “Spiri of
Gioodvll™ Bight from California te Beuadorwith Tis owao s
st Chardes Lindbergh's grandion,

Smcher seems o have s wide array of tlents, He was an Army
major and served i Vietnam For 12 yesry hie w3 firmiin.
Later, he and his wife paneged property in ldahiey An ariise,
Sucher cnded up working in o gallery where he says he was
“hared to pear” A mimal friend introdoead him oo Gildred




eniship and working relionhip covued Smeliery
ar for ile kend and vhe P rrcate libs r.-\!-l.uun.m

of the ranch The fit scems perd

atndl st
tec each house bor any when the temper

winter, S Wes

{ od ur for ching. Buyerss are ¢

— heralding from MNe ¥ vanmah, Ueongla and

My and Switzerland: hone ey are Bke-mmindod m thetr
e lanicl. = They w, ¢ away wnd enjoy Mostana

anid the river and andains,” Ciildred wabd

I prase spring i o Mowrrein Living magasneh
Reesponsibile Developmient Avwsed. The banoe is given o developen
who follow specific erer wich av protection af nar

wildhife preservation and inchndan of historle achiteomere. L
anned sy erniuenty and the Madnon Volley Ranchlands group

have abwr rece i Susnn or it approach




Chset cast’t beelp bt e Talled to inner pesce garing of the nanirs]

Pty aroumd. “You. sweo the larid and u b absolurely beant
Smcher squd, “Thic ha been a widivision for thousandy of yean
ansal the fmpact has beess saldomal, | know oot budlding bt longer
than vipa, but we atill want w develop the area in tone with
nature. Yoo can drive derongh this area and never knvow there ane
35 home here, Ted o respansible for thet”

Montuni fand @ fiercely protected by dhose who fowe 1t Ledh
face . Mot hear the wond developer and cringe Although s
relative neweomer i Maoneana termm, Gailibred wndesstands what
& at stalkee, The ranch ball fosell m buyers as “the life yoo prosnised
yoursell” Gildred alio scenis to be trying ecp & legacy for the
famire,

For more mformsnan, itk swwupeestranchoom or call
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